
What is
Recycling?



The goal of recycling is to recreate a raw material



Notice there’s no glass?

Glass is often used as a cover in
landfills (cullet or intact) to stop
loose garbage from flying away.

It is still recyclable, but only a small
percentage actually gets recycled

into a new material.



Single stream recycling is not “bad”

Material Recycling Facility (MRF) “murf”

Single stream means
your local municipality
has a MRF that sorts
the materials using

humans and technology



NOT RECYCLABLE

The single greatest challenge??

HUMAN ERROR

Canadians throw away over 3
million tonnes of plastic waste

every year. Only 9% is recycled
while the rest ends up in our

landfills, waste-to-energy
facilities or the environment

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-waste/reduce-plastic-waste/get-involved.html



RIC SYMBOLS

Does NOT necessarily
mean it’s recyclable.

It is meant to identify
the TYPE OF RESIN to

assist with proper
recycling.

#1, 2, and 5 (in rigid
form) are most

commonly accepted
in curbside recycling

 RESIN IDENTIFICATION CODES



CURBSIDE
RECYCLING

SPECIALIZED
RECYCLING

vs.

Some materials are recyclable  through specific
drop off depots or specialized recyclers. 

To say something is “recyclable” it MUST BE
accepted curbside. Unless defining how to recycle.



RULE OF THUMB
If it’s not a...

...it’s probably NOT RECYCLABLE

Bottle

Can

Container

Paper

Cardboard



https://www.wm.com/ca/en/recycle-right/recycling-
101#:~:text=If%20it's%20not%20bottles%2C%20cans,recycling%20facilities%20can%20handle%20it.



Recycled Content Textiles
HOW DOES A BOTTLE BECOME A TEXTILE:



Important Recycling Practices

Must be sortable!

Black plastic is never
recyclable!

For example: Tumblers with stainless steel outer and
polypropylene inner are not recyclable. As separate

materials, yes. But together they are not sortable!

Plastic is sorted by colour using technology. Black cannot be detected
by the machinery, therefore, it is not sortable (not recyclable)

THAT ARE OFTEN OVERLOOKED



Be Aware. Be Wary.

Unfortunately there is a lot of misinformation out there about recycling. When
you understand the fundamentals of recycling, you can’t be duped!



Plastic Recycling 



https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-
garbage/waste-wizard/

https://www.york.ca/environment/garbage-and-
recycling/bindicator

https://www.calgary.ca/waste/what-goes-where/default.html
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https://montreal.ca/en/how-to/get-details-about-
recycling-collections
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https://recyclebc.ca/what-can-i-recycle-2/
Recycle BC is a not-for-profit organization responsible for residential packaging and

paper product recycling throughout British Columbia, servicing over two million
households or over 99% of BC through curbside, multi-family and/or depot services.

B
C

 H
A

S
 T

H
E

 B
E

S
T

 R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S



R
E
S
O
U
R
C
E
S https://how2recycle.info/



R
E
S
O
U
R
C
E
S

https://www.peelregion.ca/environmental-education/waste/tours.asp

Take a virtual tour of a MRF. They’re actually really interesting! 



We must
RECYCLE
RIGHT
to reduce
landfill!


